
    
     

 
     

        
      

        
  

 
 

  
  

   
 

 
   
  

    
    

  
   

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

 
 

 

   
      

utilizing paraprofessionals 
during distance learning

ensure access
Districts should ensure paraprofessionals have access
to materials such as a computer, reliable internet, and
training and support for new using technology
necessary for their work. Remember not all duties can
translate virtually.

These activities are intended for teachers and paraprofessionals    to support learning together.

 
 

 

 

 
 

    
 

   
   

   
  

  
   

supporting 
accessiblity

• Research websites, videos,  for
accessible activities to incorporate into
lessons

• Develop and use Visual Schedules Ex.
to illustrate steps of an activity

• Dropping packets and materials off to
homes of students

• Make materials to send home, Per the
direction of the teacher

• Boardmaker, LessonPix, Symbolstix
or other picture communication
symbol systems to provide
instructions

• Caption pre-recorded instructional
videos

• Braille and large print production
• Help students organize their time so

they can be productive with classwork
and academic goals.

• Providing descriptions of lesson or
instructions

video modeling
• Model Core Vocabulary  Ex. Point to core

words on printed core board while teacher
says the words

• Use of PECS
• Project-Core Modules
• Record themselves reading a book or

demonstrating a Life skill (i.e. washing
hands, turn taking, Asking a friend to play,
playing a game)

• Pre-record lesson instructions/
expectations with an example using Loom

ways para’s can 
support during a 

lesson

  

 

 
  

  

• Provide Choices  Ex. Would you like to type
your answers or verbally tell me your answers?

• Assist teachers with writing letters to students
• Reteach concepts in small group break outs
• Answer questions during lessons
• Attend Zoom meetings to assist with reading

printed materials

•

•

Prompt with visuals  Ex. Use visual to illustrate
what will be happening
Providing Feedback  Ex. looks like you are
almost finished,remember to finish the last
question...

• Behavior Management
• Read Alouds

 training modules 
for

paraprofessionals
Now is a great time to have your teacher aides 
get some specific training that is hard to find 
time for during the typical school year. Some 
great sites with training videos are:

• IRIS Center
• Understood.org

dozens of simulations to experience
disabilities firsthand

• DLM Learning Modules (48 modules to
choose from)

• TTAC Online (follow the links: Resources,
Professional Resources, Paraprofessionals)

• Autism Modules :
MAST
AIM  
AFIRM  
OCALI

• Building Independence
• People First Language
• Resolving Conflict

data collection
• Teach the paraprofessional the basic types of data,

why we take data, and what is done with the data
that is collected.

• Show the paraprofessional the type of data
collection method to use and walk him/her
through the procedures.

• Some data collection tasks that paraprofessionals
can support are:
o Observations
o Anecdotal records
o Checklists
o Accuracy
o Loading Data on Spreadsheets
o Count Number of Prompts or Responses
o Keep Track of Student Engagement
o Recommended Data Collection Tools: ABC
o Logs, Weekly Scatterplot and Blank

Scatterplot

 additional resources

         
         

        
 

1. Resources for Deaf/Blind students:  Open Hands Open Access learning modules
2. Virtual services to students who are deaf or hard of hearing:  Virtual Learning  Livebinder.
3. Paraeducator 101
4. Article on Utilizing Paras during Distance Learning
5. Utilization of Non Certified Personnel
6. Wayne RESA's Paraprofessional Resources Webpage
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Paraprofessionals_Utilization_NonCert_545711_7.PDF
https://dcdcec.org/2020/04/07/paraprofessional-role-during-remote-learning/
https://sites.google.com/kentisd.org/paraprofessionalprep/paraeducator-prep-101?authuser=0
http://bit.ly/remotedhh
https://www.nationaldb.org/products/modules/ohoa/
http://visualprompts.weebly.com/
https://goboardmaker.com/blogs/videos/creating-a-visual-schedule
http://aem.cast.org/about/events/2020/05/workflows-creating-accessible-video.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPRrMorSAkQ&feature=emb_rel_end
http://www.project-core.com/professional-development-modules/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hm0_sNiN2M&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/sBPyVl3S5-k
https://www.loom.com/share/1e44265e78a64031a43091a2b491736b
https://theautismhelper.com/video-modeling-in-the-classroom/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/iris-resource-locator/?fbclid=IwAR0JeUGGAOdsgm5JZwuj3679l6rMCzf-ZbdxF6X6MnPM9xggixz_mVv0b-4
https://www.understood.org/en/tools/through-your-childs-eyes
http://dlm%20learning%20modules/
http://ttaconline.org/online-trainings
https://mast.ecu.edu/picker
https://autisminternetmodules.org/
http://video1.resa.net/Prompts/story_html5.html
https://video1.resa.net/Resolving_Conflict/story_html5.html
http://video1.resa.net/People%20First/story_html5.html
https://www.resa.net/fs/resource-manager/view/2f4619a3-bae3-4355-b321-224382484d63
https://www.resa.net/fs/resource-manager/view/7d0eba96-f862-43d6-b4dd-c4c2ff29aec0
https://www.resa.net/fs/resource-manager/view/96044146-827c-4f81-9e5c-dc9b00a501b9
https://www.resa.net/teaching-learning/special-education/independence-paraprofessionals/paraprofessionals-resources
https://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/
https://www.ocali.org/project/asd_training_pd



